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world-period, one for each root-race, and each in turn takes
charge of the special work of the Second Ray for the
whole world, devoting Himself to that part of it which lies
in the higher worlds, while He entrusts to His Assistant
and Representative, the Bodhisattva, the office of World-
Teacher for the lower planes.

Our present Buddha was the first of our humanity
to attain that stupendous height, the previous Buddhas
having been the product of other evolutions. A very
special effort was needed on His part to prepare Himself
for this lofty post, an effort so stupendous that He is
spoken of constantly by the Buddhists as the Mahabhinish-
kramana, the Great Sacrifice. Many thousands of years ago
there arose the need for one of the Adepts to become the
World-Teacher of the fourth root-race, for the time had
come when humanity had to provide such a Teacher for
itself or go unaided ; but we are told that no one had quite
reached the level required for the incurring of so tremendous
a responsibility. The first-fruits of our humanity at that
period were two Brothers who stood equal in occult
development, One being He whom we now call the Lord
Gautama Buddha, and the Other our present World-
Teacher, the Lord Maitreya. Out of His great love for
humanity the Lord Gautama instantly offered to make
Himself ready to undertake whatever additional effort
might be necessary to attain the required development,
and life after life He practised special virtues, each life
showing out some great quality achieved.

After His nomination as Bodhisattva He came
many times as a great Spiritual Teacher and incarnated
under different names through a period spreading over
hundreds of thousands of years. Little is known of His
work in the fourth root-race, but He came several times to